
POSITION ECOSYSTEM
Senior Seminar 
CS 195 
Donald J. Patterson



Business Cards

Resume

Curriculum Vitae (C.V.)

Digital Resume

Online Portfolio
Head Hunters

Recruiters
Phone Interview

In-person interview

Professional 
Network

Recommendations



THE APPLICANT’S PREP WORK
• What are your goals? 

• How do you want to grow? 

• What do you want your life to look like 

• 1 year from now? 

• 5 years from now? 

• 10 years from now? 

• Why?

GETTING A POSITION



THE APPLICANT’S PREP WORK
• What kind of position do you want? 

• Physically where? 

• Want kind of work do you want to do? 

• What do you want to produce? 

• How do you want to work with others? 

• Want kind of hours do you want? 

• What do you want to spend your day doing? 

• What kind of travel are you open to?

GETTING A POSITION



THE APPLICANT’S PREP WORK
• How much is the kind of position you want going to pay?

GETTING A POSITION



WHY “POSITION”?
• It might be a paid job 

• It might be an unpaid job 

• It might be an internship 

• It might be a family role 

• It might be a community role

GETTING A POSITION



THE APPLICANT’S PREP WORK
• How much is the kind of position you want going to pay?

GETTING A POSITION

http://swz.salary.com/SalaryWizard/Asst-Professor-English-Salary-Details-93103-Santa-Barbara-CA.aspx

http://swz.salary.com/SalaryWizard/Asst-Professor-English-Salary-Details-93103-Santa-Barbara-CA.aspx


THE APPLICANT’S PREP WORK
• Without figuring out what you are looking for the 

information flood will drown you

GETTING A POSITION

https://mpora.com/articles/kit-need-big-wave-surfing

https://mpora.com/articles/kit-need-big-wave-surfing


THE APPLICANT’S PREP WORK
• You are going to use a lot of people’s time in the job 

search process 

• So don’t waste it 

• Don’t take it for granted

GETTING A POSITION

https://mpora.com/articles/kit-need-big-wave-surfing

https://mpora.com/articles/kit-need-big-wave-surfing
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YOU NEED TO START THINKING OF YOURSELF AS A BRAND

• Most people are going to have many jobs in their career 

• A “Brand” is an idea about who you are professionally 

that spans multiple jobs 

• It is reflected in your resume 

• It is captured in the narrative of your career 

• It is reflected in all the #sidejobs that you will probably 

be hustling

BRANDING YOURSELF



DON’T OVERDO IT

• With any piece of your brand you can over do it 

• Business card with an embedded USB stick 

• A resume on paper with wildflower seeds in it 

• An online portfolio with a movie trailer about you

BRANDING YOURSELF



DON’T UNDERDO IT

• Make sure it looks good - aesthetically -visually 

• Make sure it works digitally 

• keywords 

• Make sure your spelling and grammar are 100% correct 

• Make sure the details are done well 

• e.g. the HTML title tag in your webpage, the favicon

BRANDING YOURSELF



TWO KINDS

• Digital 

• All about keywords and accuracy 

• e.g., monster.com 

• Physical 

• All about not getting screened out

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME



PHYSICAL

• Make sure it is 100% accurate 

• Do not embellish 

• Pinger/DPA stories 

• Make sure it is focussed and relevant 

• Make sure it is under 2 pages 

• This is not about you alone 

• It is about how you can help the company/organization

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME



OUT OF THE ENVELOPE

• Make sure you understand the company 

• shotgun approach won’t get you a job you love 

• Tailor your resume for the company 

• Include a cover letter that is specific 

• Keep it simple in case it gets scanned 

• Remember the company doesn’t primarily care about your 

needs 

• It cares about its own

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME



HOW IT CAN WORK FOR YOU

• Stimulate employer interest 

• Open the door for an interview 

• Showcase your relevant qualifications, skills, experience 

and personal qualities that you have developed through 

your life/work experience 

• Provide a framework to keep the interview on track

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm


THE CHRONOLOGICAL RESUME

• Your story matches your brand 

• Contact Information 

• Objective or Career Profile 

• Highlights of Qualifications 

• Technical Skills 

• Employment Experience 

• Education and Training 

• Career-Related Awards, Memberships, Languages, etc.

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm


LOOK AT EXAMPLES

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME



THE FUNCTIONAL RESUME

• Used when switching or starting careers 

• Focuses more on what you can do 

• rather than what you have done 

• Emphasizes your skills, capabilities and accomplishments 

• Shift emphasis away from positions and titles that do not 

support your job goal

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm


LOOK AT EXAMPLES

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME



RESUME STYLE
• There is no official resume format 

• Use bulleted sentences 

• The screener is going to read 100’s in a sitting 

• Use action words 

• developed, prepared, managed, created and presented.  

• Use numbers, dollars, and percentages whenever possible 

• Reflects actual accomplishments 

• Lead with your strengths (BLINK!) 

• Match the company language. 

• Use keywords and phrases that match the company and industry. 

• Screeners might not know anything. 

• In order to get called for the interview you must get past the gate keeper!

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm

https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/careerservices/resumecover/resume.cfm


READINGS

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME

http://www.joelonsoftware.com/articles/SortingResumes.html
http://www.joelonsoftware.com/articles/ThePhoneScreen.html


PATTERSON EXAMPLES

THE ROLE OF THE RESUME

http://www.djp3.net/



