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• Dominate laptop/desktop/server market 

• Evolutionary design 

• Backwards compatible up until 8086, introduced in 1978 

• Added more features as time goes on 

• Documentation 

• https://software.intel.com/sites/default/files/managed/39/
c5/325462-sdm-vol-1-2abcd-3abcd.pdf
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ELECTRONICS NEWS, 11/15/71



• 1978: By 1978, microprocessor chip complexity had increased 
an order of magnitude over the first four-bit processors. Intel’s 
8086 16-bit processor, shown here, integrates 29,000 
transistors, over 12 times as many as the original Intel 4004. 
[citation]
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